
Blue Diamond Mustangs Ride to Excellence! 

Welcome into the building for the 2020-2021 school year. We are very excited to get started! We have taken 

some time to write out some questions you may have before your child gets started. Please feel free to stop by the 

office if we can further assist you.  

 

School Hours Phone: 702-875-4226 

Office Hours: 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

Student Arrival: 7:45 AM-8:05 AM (enter building) 

Student Day: 8:05 AM to 2:16 PM  

 

Before Coming to School 

Prior to coming to school, parents/guardians will check their child’s temperature and health to rule out fever 

and/or signs or symptoms of illness prior to departure from home. Students will wear cloth face coverings while 

riding on school transportation. Social distancing and cloth face coverings will be required of students as they 

enter and exit the building. Staff members will assist students with entry and exit of the building. Students will be 

asked to use hand sanitizer when entering the bus and wash their hands after their arrival at school. 

 

Cloth face coverings are useful to prevent the spread of disease. When worn appropriately, properly designed cloth 

face coverings provide protection to other people in case the wearer is unknowingly infected (i.e., asymptomatic 

carriers of the virus). Properly designed cloth face coverings are made from multiple layers of tightly woven cloth 

(two layers cotton and one-layer synthetic fabric, preferred) that can be repeatedly washed.  

 

Alternate types of face coverings may be less effective and are not recommended.  

Standard face/neck gaiters and bandanas are considered less effective and should be avoided. Cloth face coverings 

with one-way valves or vents which allow air and respiratory droplets to be exhaled through a hole in the material, 

are not recommended if designed with an unfiltered exhalation valve or ventilation system. Face shields are not 

recommended as a replacement for face coverings due to their inability to minimize droplet spread to others. 

 

Arrival Procedures 

Students MAY NOT be dropped off earlier than 7:45 AM. Upon arrival, students will enter the campus through 

the side gate, near the bike rack. Only staff and students are allowed within the school gates. 

 

Dismissal Procedures 

• Blue Diamond ES is a hand-to-hand dismissal school. Therefore, all students not riding the bus home will be 

escorted to the pedestrian gate near the public park. Family members picking up their child will wait outside 

the gate. Students will be released to the parent or family member by the teacher. 

• Dismissal time is 2:16 PM. Parents or Guardians are expected to be here on time. If the parent, guardian, or 

emergency contact is not at Blue Diamond by 2:30 PM, the truancy officer will be called. Your child will be 

escorted to the LIED Boys and Girls Club by the truancy officer. The school office closes at 4:00 PM. Blue 

Diamond does not have an after-school care program. You must be on time to pick up your child. 
 

Bus Riders  

• Bus riders will be escorted to the bus through the side gate.  

• If your child is riding the bus to and from school, please make sure that their teacher knows. If you have 

questions regarding transportation, you may call transportation at 702-799-8100 or visit their website 

through the CCSD page.  
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Bike Riders 

If a bicycle is ridden to school, it must be placed in the bike rack. The school assumes NO RESPONSIBILITY 

for theft or damage. We strongly encourage all bike riders to wear helmets. Skateboards, rollerblades, 

scooters, and Heely shoes may not be brought on campus.  

 

Visitors 

Visitors are welcomed by making an appointment with the front office (702)875-4226. Visitors to the building will 

be asked to complete a symptom check form. This form will indicate whether or not they are experiencing or have 

experienced any COVID-19 symptoms in the past 14 days as well as if they have been exposed to anyone known to 

have tested positive for COVID-19. Visits will be limited to essential school business and must be scheduled by 

appointment. All visitors will be required to wear a mask while on the school campus. 
 

Health and Safety Training 

Students, staff, and visitors will be given direction concerning health promotion and illness prevention practices. 

They will be provided with a clean, safe, and healthy educational environment. The school will implement fair and 

appropriate health and safety school attendance policies for students, families, and staff which are consistent 

with current public health recommendations. 

 

Contact Tracing 

School personnel will notify the assigned Health Services Director and Region Superintendent of any COVID-19 

positive cases in the building. Procedures and information gathered will follow the guidelines set by the Southern 

Nevada Health District. 

 

Social Distancing Measures and Safety Procedures 

Social distancing will be promoted at all times within the building. This includes: 

● Staying at least six feet from other people. 

● Wearing masks when in the vicinity of other individuals. 

● Large groups and close contact with other individuals will be discouraged. 

● Desks will be separated from others by at least six feet in all directions. 

● Students will eat breakfast at their desks and lunch in the multipurpose room. 

● All non-critical events will be postponed for the year. 

● Transitions between areas in the building will be minimized for students. 

● Students will participate in direct classroom instruction in smaller numbers than usual. 

● Handwashing and the use of alcohol-based hand sanitizers are supplied to all areas of the buildings and will be 

utilized by staff, students, and visitors. Students will be encouraged to wash their hands frequently.  

● Cloth face coverings must be worn by staff and students. Individuals will be directed to wear face coverings 

when they are in the presence of other individuals within the building. Information will be provided to staff, 

students, and students’ families on proper use, removal, and washing of cloth face coverings. Individuals that 

have trouble breathing, are unconscious, are incapacitated, or have a disability or medical condition that 

prevent them from wearing a cloth face covering or are unable to remove the cloth face covering without 

assistance, will not be required to wear a mask. If an individual is unable to wear a mask due to medical 

concerns must supply a note from a licensed health care provider regarding their circumstances. 

 

 

Possible or Confirmed COVID-19 Case Procedure 

The administration will follow the procedures outlined for communication with their Region Superintendent, Health 

Services Coordinator, and the Public Information Office regarding ALL suspected or confirmed COVID-19 cases 

(students/families/employees) and follow all recommendations issued from the Southern Nevada Health District. 
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■ Exposure within the last 2 weeks with no symptoms: The student or staff member cannot go on the 

school campus and must remain at home in isolation for 14 days after exposure. 

■ Positive Diagnosis with no symptoms: Students or staff members cannot go on the school campus and must 

remain at home in isolation for 10 days since the first positive COVID-19 test. Any area used by the 

individual must be closed off for 24 hours and disinfected. 

● At least one symptom (fever, chills, cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, fatigue or tiredness, 

muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or 

vomiting, diarrhea): Student or staff member cannot go onto the school campus, must remain at home in 

isolation for 10 days since first symptoms began. In order to return to the school campus, they must have 

no evidence of fever for at least 24 hours without medication AND the symptoms must be improving. 

 

Designated Sick Room Procedure 

Students and staff members who are identified in the building as exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms or have been 

exposed to someone with COVID-19, must immediately be taken to the designated sick area in Room 105. 

Individuals entering the sick room will be provided with a mask if they are not wearing one. Water, hand washing, 

and restroom facilities are accessible and will be accessed by individuals in the isolation room. Monitoring of 

individuals in the sick room will be conducted by assigned dedicated health professionals, including school nurses 

and FASAs, and/or designated backup trained staff. The school FASA or assigned dedicated health professionals, 

including school nurses, will wear appropriate Personal Protective Equipment, as designated by the Health Services 

Department, at all times while in the isolation room. The room and bathroom facilities will be disinfected after 

each incident. If the individual is a student, parents will be notified, and expected to immediately come to the 

building and take the student home. 

 

Bathroom Procedures 

Student capacity in the bathrooms is limited. Students will be taught that if the bathroom is “full”, they will need 

to exit the bathroom and stand on a line in the hallway until someone exits the bathroom. Students will also be 

encouraged to ensure they wash their hands after using the restroom. 

 

Student Wellness Checks 

Teachers will contact each student’s parent or guardian weekly to check on general student wellness. Additionally, 

if students do not access Canvas on their blended learning days, the teacher will contact the student and parents 

to check on the wellness of the student. 

 

Procedure for Sending Students to the Health Office 

If a student needs to be sent to the office and is not experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms, the teacher will call 

the office and someone from the office will go to the classroom. They will either assist the student either outside 

the classroom or escort the student to the office to take care of their needs in the office. 

 

Medication 

In some instances, students may need to take medication at school. Please contact the school nurse to set up an 

appointment. To the degree possible, efforts should be made to identify ways that medications may be taken at 

home, instead of during school hours. 

 

Water Access 

Students will be strongly encouraged to bring reusable water bottles clearly labeled with the student’s name. 

Water will be available in the classrooms to refill student water bottles. Teachers will refill student water bottles. 

Drinking fountains throughout the building will be covered and not accessible to individuals. 
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Structured Breaks 

Breaks have been calculated into the daily classroom schedule. Teachers may schedule this time in the manner they 

feel best suits their classroom needs. If teachers choose to take the students outside, they must follow social 

distancing guidelines.  

● Students must be participating in a structured activity and are not allowed to run around freely. 

● Teachers must contact the office before taking an outside break to ensure that no other class is currently 

in the outside location. 

● The apparatus and benches are off limits. 

 

Paying for School Lunches and Lunch Schedule 
Breakfast and lunch are free for all students. However, students are welcome to bring their own lunch from home. 

 

Students will eat their delivered breakfast at their desks in their classrooms and place their trash in cans outside 

of their classroom.  

  

For lunch, the multipurpose room will be set up with tables to provide students an area that facilitates social 

distancing. Masks may be removed for eating and drinking purposes. Lunch time will be preceded or directly 

followed by a designated 15-minute recess. 
 

Lunch Time 10:55 – 11:25 
 

Students will wash and sanitize their hands before eating lunch and following designated recess time. 
 

Breakfast and Lunches for Blended Learning Days 

Parents will be able to pick up lunches for the at-home, blended learning days in the front of the building from 

7:00-10:00 AM on the days that your child is not in the building. 

 

Blue Diamond Before and After School Care 

No. There is not before or after school care available at Blue Diamond ES. 

 

School Rules and Policies 

Please note that the school rules and policies are located in the Student Handbook on the school website. 

 

Technology 

Digital Technology has become an integral part of our daily lives. We use all types of hardware and software for a 

variety of reasons. Blue Diamond ES provides students and families with certain digital tools and technological 

instruction that support successful teaching, learning, and achievement. These tools will further support our 

technology vision by developing digital citizens.  

● Computer Privilege and Acceptable Use Policy 

Responsible use of Chromebooks, iPads, and other digital learning tools, are an essential part of our 

curriculum. Assigned devices are intended for use inside and outside of the school facility. All Digital 

Learning Tools and their related hardware, software, and accessories, are the property of the Clark County 

School District. They must be used in accordance with all related Clark County School District policies 

including the Acceptable Use Policy.  

● Technology Maintenance 

If a digital learning tool such as a Chromebook is not working. Please call the school office between the 
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hours of 6:30AM to 3:00PM at 702-799-1360 to schedule an appointment to exchange the Chromebook. 

● Mobile Device Policy  

○ Phones must be turned off and remain off during the instructional day and passing periods in 

compliance with CCSD Policy 5136. Phones left on vibrate/silent modes are subject to seizure.  

○ Devices must be turned off once the student enters school grounds and may be turned back on upon 

exiting school grounds. 

○ Devices should be stored in his/her backpack. 

○ Devices confiscated in violation of these guidelines will only be returned to a parent/guardian during 

non-instructional hours.  

○ Devices must remain off during a school evacuation, lockdown, or drill. During these situations, tell 

your child NOT to try to contact you by cell phone until given the okay by school staff, thus allowing 

emergency communication channels to remain open. The Parent Link communication system has the 

capability of contacting parents/guardians in an emergency.   

○ We understand how families have come to rely upon cell phones and other electronic devices to 

maintain the lines of communication; however, we have an ethical and legal responsibility to ensure 

that technology is used in a way that won’t be harmful to others or create unsafe conditions in our 

schools or undermine our educational purpose. We seek your support and hope that you will speak 

with your children, so they too fully understand the importance of following these guidelines. 

 

Attendance Guidelines 

It is important that your child be at school on time each day. Please schedule appointments after school hours. A 

student is considered tardy when they are not physically present in the classroom at the start of the instructional 

day. (8:05 AM). Excessive tardies, absences, and early check-outs result in the loss of academic instructional 

minutes for your child. Please be aware that we do not allow early outs after 1:30 pm. 

 

Blended Learning Attendance 

A student is considered present/participating for an attendance day and course based on the following definitions: 

● The student makes progress in their classwork leading toward mastery of the NVACS and/or a course’s 

completion that can be verified through a learning management system or other means; and/or 

● The student participates in a real-time class session (e.g., attends the live Google Meet); and/or 

● The student meets with or otherwise communicates with a licensed teacher or licensed substitute teacher 

who is able to discuss the student’s progress in the particular course. 

 

Important Dates 

March 1st                 Reopening for Grades PK-3 

March 1st-5th           Nevada Reading Week 

March 14th               Daylight Savings Time-advance one hour 

March 26th       Spring Break begins 

April 6th                 Classes Resume 

April 26th                Staff Development Day- No School 

May 3rd-7th              National Teacher Appreciation Week   

May 26th                Last Day of School / Half Day Schedule 

**For future important dates, please visit the school’s website calendar at: http://www.bluediamondes.com 

Thank you for your support and dedication. We look forward to working with you! 

 

Mr. Paquette 

Principal 
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Face Coveringsii 

General Rule 

Except as otherwise set forth below, all CCSD students and employees must wear an 
approved face covering that covers the face from the bridge of the nose to snugly under the 
chin at all times while on CCSD property, including all buildings, grounds, and school buses, 
and/or while engaged in CCSD activities.   

For purposes of this protocol, approved face coverings include homemade or store-bought 
cloth face masks, surgical masks, masks with filters, or transparent/clear face masks that 
cover the face from the bridge of the nose to snugly under the chin.  Face coverings with 
exhalation vents, those that are open at the top or bottom (such as bandanas or clear plastic 
face shields without an approved face covering underneath), or those that do not cover the 
face from the bridge of the nose to under the chin may not be worn.   

Face coverings must comply with all applicable CCSD policies, regulations, and dress codes 
pertaining to student and employee attire. 

Modifications or Accommodations to Face Coverings Requirement  

The following individuals may qualify for an accommodation or modification to the face 
covering requirement outlined above: 

● Any student with a disability under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 
Section 504, or the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) whose disability prevents 
them from wearing an approved face covering. A licensed health care provider must 
provide written documentation as to the student not being able to wear a mask, unless 
the student qualifies for an exemption under Nevada Emergency Declaration 024. The 
modification or accommodation must be documented in the student’s IEP, Section 504 
Plan, or ADA accommodation plan.  Students who do not meet the foregoing 
requirements will be required to continue with full-time distance education if they choose 
not to wear an approved face covering. 

● Any employee who has a qualifying medical condition under the ADA warranting such 
modification.  

To the extent possible, any student or employee who qualifies for an exemption to the face 
covering requirement will be required to wear a less restrictive alternative, such as a plastic 
face shield.  Students and employees who do not qualify for an exemption are not permitted to 
wear a face shield without also wearing an approved face covering.   

 

Updated 
language 

Release 2 

Updated 
Language  

Release 4 
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Exceptions 

Face coverings may be removed in the following circumstances: 

● Employees who need a break from wearing their face covering while on CCSD property 
may do so if alone in their own office or classroom, or outdoors while maintaining 
appropriate social distancing. An employee may not remove his or her face covering in 
a common space (conference room, break room, restroom, stairwell, hallway, or other 
common area), regardless of whether such space is currently occupied by others. 

● Employees or students who are eating or drinking, provided that appropriate social 
distancing protocols are followed.  Face coverings must be replaced when finished 
eating or drinking.  

● Students who are engaged in vigorous physical activity, including physical education 
classes and recess, provided that appropriate social distancing protocols are followed. 

● To the extent possible, employees who work with students who are deaf or hard of 
hearing, learning to read, learning the English language, or otherwise require direct view 
of the employee’s mouth for the purposes of learning, should wear clear face coverings 
that extend from the bridge of the nose to below the chin, such as clear plastic masks.   

Other 

Other allowances for requests for accommodations will be addressed as required by applicable 
law and any relevant CCSD Policies and Regulations. 

Cloth Face Coveringsiii 

Cloth face coverings are useful to prevent the spread of disease. When worn appropriately, 
properly designed cloth face coverings provide protection to other people in case the wearer is 
unknowingly infected (i.e., asymptomatic carriers of the virus). Properly designed cloth face 
coverings are made from multiple layers of tightly woven cloth (two layers cotton and one layer 
synthetic fabric, preferred) that can be repeatedly washed. Alternate types of face coverings 
may be less effective and are not recommended. 

Standard face/neck gaiters and bandanas are considered less effective and should be 
avoided. Cloth face coverings with one-way valves or vents which allow air and respiratory 
droplets to be exhaled through a hole in the material, are not recommended if designed with an 
unfiltered exhalation valve or ventilation system. Face shields are not recommended as a 
replacement for face coverings due to their inability to minimize droplet spread to others. 
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Attendance 
Overall Procedures and Definitions 
The Nevada Department of Education provided guidance regarding student attendance in 
Guidance Memo 20-05 and Guidance Memo 20-07. Using the information contained in the 
guidance, the procedures on the following pages have been established. 

Teachers are expected to take attendance daily: 

• Traditional attendance coding of P: Present, A: Absent, or T: Tardy will be utilized and 
enabled for face-to-face instruction at the school. 

• For face-to-face instruction, determinations of student absent, present, and tardy status 
are made in accordance with CCSD Regulation 5113, Sections I and II. 

• During distance education, teachers will utilize the new Virtual Attendance, indicating 
student participation. This tool resides in the same area of Infinite Campus, within the 
Teacher Instruction Tools (PATH: Campus Instruction > Control Center). 

A student is considered present/participating for an attendance day and course based on the 
following definitions: 

1. The student makes progress in their classwork leading toward mastery of the NVACS 
and/or a course’s completion that can be verified through a learning management 
system or other means; and/or 

2. The student participates in a real-time class session (e.g., attends the live Google 
Meet); and/or 

3. The student meets with or otherwise communicates with a licensed teacher or licensed 
substitute teacher who is able to discuss the student’s progress in the particular course. 
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