
DISTANCE 
EDUCATION

A GUIDE FOR PARENTS

At Blue Diamond Elementary School



What is DISTANCE EDUCATION?

Distance Education involves a full-day time
commitment with high-quality, standards-based
instruction to accelerate students’ learning.
Routines and structures are provided to promote
students’ engagement, with educators attending to
students’ social-emotional well being.

The components of distance education provide
and promote students’ learning within whole-
group instruction, small-group instruction, and
one-on-one instruction.

These vital components include:

• Synchronous Instruction (real-time learning) –
a minimum of  90 minutes (Kindergarten – 2nd

grade) per class per week (each session will be
recorded by the teacher to promote mastery of
skills and concepts), and 120 minutes grade 3-5.

• Asynchronous Instruction (independent
learning)

• Canvas Learning Management System

• Audio Conferencing

• Video Conferencing

• Virtual Office Hours

• Weekly Instructional Guides

• Wellness Checks

(These are all defined on the following page.)



Asynchronous Instruction – learning does not occur at the same time for students.  This includes recorded video content and other digital media and content for 
students to work through independently.

Audio Conferencing – while online meeting platforms may be used during distance education, telephonic conference calls with multiple students may occur to optimize access 
and instruction.  Online meeting platform attendance without the video function is audio conferencing.

Learning Line – CCSD created the Learning Line, a service in which CCSD personnel provide support for all students via telephone to maximize learning 
through distance education.  This service may be reached at 702-799-6644.  Educators are available Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM until 4:00 PM to assist 
students in both English and Spanish during the scheduled school days.

Learning Management System (LMS) – the key component of  an LMS, an online platform enabling instructional delivery, resource housing, and containing other tools to assist 
with distance education, is that students can access it at anytime and anywhere.  The District’s LMS is Canvas.  Teachers can access content and other tools such as Google 
Classroom from within Canvas.

Synchronous Instruction – learning is happening in real time for all students.  This includes video conferencing lessons, live webinars, interactive live chat 
discussions, virtual, and face-to-face instruction.

Video Conferencing – creating live audio and video connections between multiple students.  Google Hangout Meet is used to conduct student-based, video conferencing 
experiences.

Virtual Office Hours – dedicated blocks of  times when educators provide one-to-one interactions with students to support individualized instruction and 
clarification seeking efforts from students and families regarding course content and asynchronous assignments.  Virtual office hours may occur through video or 
audio-conferencing methods.

Weekly Instructional Guide – this is a guide to structure student learning and communicate weekly schedules and distance education requirements for students.  Synchronous 
and asynchronous learning times are provided in the plans along with other supports for educators, students, and families.

Wellness Checks – A process in which licensed professionals, coordinated and calendared by the Multidisciplinary Leadership Team (MLT), establish times for 
student and family check-in protocols.  The wellness check-in process may occur virtually or in-person to determine student academic, social emotional, or 
health needs.  This process is intended to optimize the general well-being of  students involved in distance education.  The process also ascertains connectivity 
and technology access deficits, if  exhibited.



Student Schedules

Students will have a set 
schedule for the day with 
live instructional times 

varied throughout the day.

All students at Blue 
Diamond ES will have 

specials each day with live 
instruction.

Teachers will have online office 
hours for students and parents 

to contact teachers for 
assistance.

Student schedules for 
their individual class will 

be emailed home.

All students are required to 
attend “Distance Education” 

daily.  Attendance will be 
taken daily and grades will be 

taken consistently.



Accountability Shared Across All Stakeholders

Our Students

Our Parents

Our Teachers

Blue Diamond Administration

Parent and 
Community Support

Teacher 
Support

Student 
Success

District 
Support

School 
Administrative 

Support



The Student’s Role
• Maintains positive attendance and course

progress.

• Completes assignments and tasks as assigned.

• Exhibits good study habits.

• Reaches out to teachers when requiring
assistance.

• Attends daily and weekly required real-time,
synchronous sessions or recorded sessions.

• Participates in any proctored assessments, if
applicable.

• Utilizes the virtual office hours as posted by
teachers to obtain additional support and
guidance.

• Use the following link to enroll in a Canvas
Training Course.

Canvas Orientation for Students

https://ccsd.instructure.com/courses/1241008


Parental 
Involvement

• Communicates with child’s instructor(s)
through virtual office hours.

• Actively assists child with their learning
and directly participates with students.

• Provides support, guidance, and
assistance.

• Fosters a conducive area for learning in
the home.

• Encourages and recognizes positive gains
and achievements.

• Actively monitors child’s progress in
assigned courses.

• Parent/Guardian resources related to
Canvas are found on the following link:

Online Courses and Parent/Family Videos

https://ccsd.net/schools/back-to-school/support.php


The Teacher
• Instructs students and provides virtual office 

hours.
• Participates in collaborative lesson planning 

and professional learning prior to and during 
active distance education.

• Conducts a minimum amount of  daily and 
weekly real-time, synchronous session 
minutes with all students and records the 
session(s) in Canvas.

• Arranges for daily communication and 
follows attendance processes.

• Works with support professionals assigned to 
students with disabilities and 
accommodations.

• Facilitates resources for students with IEP’s 
or Section 504 Accommodation Plans and 
ELLs.

• Contacts parents/guardians, as needed.
• Attends and participates in all required 

parent/guardian meetings (i.e.; IEP, 504, ELL, 
etc.)

• Provides emergency substitute plans and 
instructions as traditionally required.



• Provides initial and ongoing parent/guardian
communication, support, and guidance.

• Leads master scheduling and content migration to support
instructors, while considering the instructional needs of  all
students.

• Includes schedules for real-time, synchronous sessions and
virtual office hours by grade-level and/or content area
subject.

• Facilitates the development and implementation of  weekly
instructional guides for every student.

• Monitors IEP/Section 504 Plans/ELL supports to ensure
compliance and differentiated learning.

• Monitors two-way communication efforts between educators
and students through Infinite Campus and the Canvas LMS.

• Manages wellness checks and assigns students to wellness
teams based on tiered indicators.

• Identifies teachers and staff  who serve as a team of  expert
users to increase the “bandwidth” of  support for teachers.

• Observes instruction and provides feedback to licensed
educators.

The School Administration



GoGuardian

In order to support distance
education needs, CCSD requires a
content filtering, management, theft
recovery, and remote
teaching/proctoring solution to
manage the distance education
environment. The District will
continue the usage of GoGuardian
districtwide for the 2020-2021 school
year, and this will be provided
centrally.

For more information on
GoGuardian, including how to
monitor and help resources, visit the
GoGuardian Filtering Application
Guide with the following link:

Go Guardian

https://www.goguardian.com/


Virtual Programs to 
Enhance Learning
At Blue Diamond ES we understand the 
need for a variety of learning 
opportunities while we are staying safe 
by social distancing.

Your child will have the opportunity 
to take advantage of our 
programs such as Lexia, Khan 
Academy, Wonders, and Accelerated 
Reader.

Information will be gather and posted 
ot our website, so check back often.

Blue Diamond ES Website

https://www.bluediamondes.com/


WE WILL SEE YOU ONLINE!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate 
to contact our Office at 702-875-4226.
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